
GREETINGS FROM OUR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

Our Law Enforcement team is better than 

ever, and we’ve investigated over almost  

1,000 cases over the past year alone, 

bringing justice to the innocent animals in 

our surrounding communities who may 

have been mistreated! We’re dedicated 

to educating and helping those in need.   

On behalf of the Monmouth County 

SPCA, we are so thankful for all of our 

wonderful and dedicated supporters. The 

outpouring of generosity that we receive 

from our community every single day is 

truly heartwarming. Thanks to your sup-

port, we have met and surpassed our 

goals for 2016. In February, we cele-

brated our annual Valentine’s Day 

Brunch in which we raised over $53,000 

to help care for the thousands of animals 

who pass through our doors every year.   

We’re happy to have recently put bids on 

new ACO contracts with surrounding towns 

so that we can continue to keep animals 

and people safe. With taking on more 

animals we’ve changed our adoption hours  

to stay open later so that we can better 

accommodate the public. That being said, 

in 2016 alone we adopted  out over 500 

more animals than in 2015 - a tremendous 

accomplishment in the world of animal wel-

fare. We’ll continue to increase our adop-

tion goals until every animal has a home! 

We have done this all through your 

support. You helped us raise thou-

sands of dollars for our Second 

Chance Medical Fund, a reserve that 

helps give extraordinary medical 

care and second chances to animals 

with critical medical needs. Still, 

there is so much more we can do 

and there are so many more animals 

in need of our help. 

Executive Director 

Chief of Law Enforcement 

Your continued support gives us the 

ability to provide shelter, compas-

sionate care, and medical attention 

to the thousands of animals that 

come through our doors each and 

every year. We rely on our sup-

porters to help us carry on our mis-

sion & we look forward to working 

together to save even more lives in 

2017!  

Introducing the anti-cruelty crew 
When Kate DeFilippis and Kassidy Torchia came to the MCSPCA asking how they could combat ani-

mal cruelty,  we knew they were two special girls! Kate and Kassidy decided to start a group called 

the “Anti -Cruelty Crew” to help educate their peers about animal welfare. With the help of our 

Freehold adoption center manager, Isa Fowler, the girls started to put a proposal together to get 

their idea going. After some research, Kate and Kassidy applied for the Disney Summer Service 

Grant which partners with Youth Services America and encourages kids to help their communities. 

Recently, the girls learned their grant proposal was accepted, so they began to build their program.  

Kate and Kassidy held an information session at the MCSPCA where it was standing room only and 

discussed their future plans for the program. The Anti-Cruelty Crew, which is already at about 20 

members, will work together to put presentations together, distribute literature and spread the mes-

sage of the importance of animal welfare to local schools, churches and libraries. We’re so proud to 

have these kids as the future of of the MCSPCA! For more info, email isa@monmouthcountyspca.org! 
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New Permanent executive director 

 
 

Longest canine resident adopted 

This past December, the Monmouth County SPCA Board of Trustees was happy to announce 

Chief Ross Licitra as the permanent Executive Director of the shelter. After a lifetime career in 

law enforcement, Ross came out of retirement to come on staff at the MCSPCA in May of 2015. 

He brought more than 30 years of experience to his job as Chief of Law Enforcement, most re-

cently as a Lieutenant in charge of narcotics with the Monmouth County Prosecutors Office. In 

the past year, Ross has led, effectively prosecuted and rescued animals in dozens of cruelty 

investigations, most notably one this past June in Howell where nearly 300 dogs were saved 

from a hoarding situation. A life-long resident of Monmouth County, Ross is a committed animal 

welfare advocate and brings much more than investigative know-how to his new role. He has 

operated his own businesses and served on non-profit Boards here in Monmouth County. He is a  

well-respected member of the community with a concrete vision of sustainable growth for the 

MCSPCA, and is decisive about the actions that need to be taken. During his months of provi-

sional leadership as interim Executive Director at the shelter, Ross immediately began working 

on efficiencies and analyzing costs. In the past 12 months, adoptions were up by 16%, ongoing 

operational expenditures were reduced 11%; notwithstanding, and 617 cases of animal cruelty 

were investigated in Monmouth County. We are honored to have such leadership at the helm as 

we enter into 2017 and look forward to a strong future of caring for our community's aban-

doned and abused animals while providing vital, animal humane related services to the public.   

Valentine’s Day Brunch Success! 
The Monmouth County SPCA Valentine’s Day  Brunch was a huge success this year selling out 

with over 300 present. The Brunch was hosted at the beautiful Navesink Country Club in Mid-

dletown and featured a delectable display of breakfast food as well as pastries and fresh 

fruit. The event boasted an impressive $53,000 in funds raised to support the homeless animals 

of the shelter, exceeding all goals and past Brunch fundraising. Some mentionable highlights of 

the Brunch were some of the amazing auction items which featured exotic vacations, upscale 

dining experiences, spa packages, high-end accessories and plenty of gourmet treats. The 

50/50 raffle acquired more than $20,000, a few thousand more than last year, and a lucky 

Neptune City resident was the recipient of the winnings. Check out some photos below courtesy 

of George Ertle Photography!  

It’s hard to imagine living a day in the life of a dog at an ani-

mal shelter, but imagine living that life for almost 5 years. Alize  

originally came to the shelter as a stray in January of 2013 

and waited every day for her family to come for her. She 

quickly became a staff favorite and made many friends at the 

shelter, but still remained without a permanent home. Just a few 

months ago, one of our volunteers decided to take Alize into 

foster and just this March, decided to officially adopt her!  

Thanks to supporters like you, we’re able to care for all animals  

for as long as necessary so they can all find their happy ending!  

DIRECTORY 
MONMOUTH COUNTY SPCA 

& HOMEWARD BOUND ADOPTION  

CENTER 

260 Wall Street 

Eatontown, NJ 07724 

Tel: 732-542-0040 Fax: 732-542-4552 

Web: www.monmouthcountyspca.org 

Hours of  Operation 

Wednesday - Friday 12-7PM 

Saturday - Monday 12-5PM 

HOMEWARD BOUND ADOPTION CENTER  

AT THE FREEHOLD RACEWAY MALL 

3710 Rt. 9 (lower level next to Sears) 

Freehold, NJ 07728 

Tel: 732-637-1960 

Hours of Operation 

Monday - Saturday 10AM to 9:30PM 

Sunday 11AM - 7PM 

 

MCSPCA Vogel Spay/Neuter Clinic 

Tel: 732-542-3125 

Fax: 732-542-4552 

Low Cost Spay/Neuter Surgery 

CALL TO SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT 

Monday-Thursday Admission 7:30AM 

to 8:45AM, Pickup 2:30PM 

Vaccine & Microchip Clinic 

NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY 

Every Friday, 10:30AM to 2:30PM 

Maureen O’Brien Cats & Dogs Thrift Store 

Tuesday - Saturday 9AM - 4PM 

Tel: 732-542-5342 

MCSPCA Pet Pantry 

Monday- Friday, 10:00AM -4:00PM, 

Wednesday 10:00AM-1:45PM 

Dog Obedience Training 

Positive, reward-based training to help 

your dog become a good companion 

Registration available online 

Humane Law Enforcement Division 

Lieutenant Tom Nuccio 

732-542-0040 

 

Executive Director, Chief of Police 

Ross Licitra 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

Daran Haber, MD - Chairman 
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Rockwell’s road to recovery 
Rockwell’s story starts out a bit grim, but it certainly has a happy ending! 

Sweet Rockwell was brought to the Monmouth County SPCA when a Good 

Samaritan witnessed him being abused by some kids outside of the apartment 

complex where he lived. Upon Rockwell’s medical assessment, we found scars 

of the physical trauma he unfortunately suffered by the hands of people in his 

neighborhood. In addition to his "cauliflower ear" which is the result of a prior 

hematoma-we also discovered and removed a BB pellet from one of his legs. 

On top of these injuries and untreated conditions, Rockwell had a diaphrag-

matic hernia, which if not treated can be life threatening.  

 

Rockwell needed surgery as soon as possible to help him heal. Our wonderful volunteers 

decided to donate money towards Rockwell’s care and his surgery was totally covered 

due to their generosity. Rockwell was taken to Garden State Veterinary Specialists where 

he received the care he needed by Dr. Hoelzler, a surgeon at the hospital. Rockwell got 

through his surgery with flying colors and came back to the MCSPCA where he could heal 

until ready for adoption.  After a few weeks of recovery, Rockwell was put out onto our 

adoption floor and after only a few days, he was adopted!  Our shelter is lucky to have 

such dedicated and generous donors and volunteers. It’s because of you that Rockwell 

gets to have a second chance at a good life!  

Saker Shoprites Employees Paws for a Cause 
Thanks to the efforts of pet-loving employees at Saker ShopRites last August, $48,000 was raised 

to benefit the MCSPCA during their annual “Paws for a Cause” campaign. Associates at 29 Saker 

stores invited customers at checkout to help support abused, abandoned and homeless pets to re-

sounding success. “Saker ShopRites is proud to support the Monmouth County Society for the Preven-

tion of Cruelty to Animals,” says Richard Saker, President and CEO of the Saker ShopRite chain of 

stores. “Our annual fund raising campaign "Paws for a Cause" gets the enthusiastic support of the 

Saker Family, our associates and our Customers. It feels good to know that our contributions will 

make the world a better place through the caring staff at one of the finest and most humane animal 

shelters in the country. Keep up the great work.” 100% of these proceeds were put to immediate good use providing shelter, 

medical care, rescue services and lots and lots of TLC to shelter pets from staff. The MCSPCA is extremely grateful to the Sa-

ker Family for providing this opportunity for employees to show their concern for animal welfare in Monmouth County, and to 

each and every associate who put extra effort into their customer service at checkout. Your help saves lives! 

Special Volunteer Highlight :  Shelter Photography 
It’s no secret that good photography plays a huge role when it comes to getting dogs adopted. 

We’re extremely lucky to have someone like Victor Bubadias as one of our volunteers and 

wanted to express our thanks! Victor has been doing shelter photography for our organization 

as well as many others in our area. In addition to volunteering his time (on top of a full-time job 

and 3 Chihuahuas at home) Victor also comes to our events on his own time. Victor started as a 

dog walker in 2007 and in 2009 when he bought his first camera, he started taking beautiful 

photos of our animals. Victor’s photos have been used to promote our animals through social 

media and have directly lead to them being adopted, what else could you ask for? Victor is 

also a talented wedding, landscape and model photographer. For more information, visit his 

website at  www.victorbubadiasphotography.com! 



Homerun for Home for the Holidays 
The Monmouth County SPCA’s annual Home for the Holidays event was a huge suc-

cess this past holiday season, surpassing all goals from past events. We had over 

80 people and their pets come to take pictures with Santa, and their pets of course 

with all proceeds going towards the shelter.  Among attractions were a bake sale, 

a “buy a toy, give a toy” sale,  holiday gift vendors, hot chocolate, cider, a food 

truck and activities for kids! Our main and most successful attraction was a jewelry 

sale, run by one of our volunteers that raised over $5,000 for the animals of the 

Monmouth County SPCA!  To add to the holiday spirit, we successfully adopted out 

33 animals that day, really giving meaning to “Home for the Holidays”!  We’re 

happy to have events for our community and spread the message of adoption & 

are thankful to all of our volunteers who organized this day! 

From foster to family: A testimonial 
Sometimes good things happen when you least expect them. We were the content owners of 

one great rescue dog who had been part of our family for 6 years. On occasion we would 

foster puppies for the MCSPCA. One day, Dr. Feddersen asked if we could help with a pup 

that didn’t seem to be gaining weight. This little pup weighed only 4.5 lbs. The first week he 

didn’t put on any weight despite our efforts to feed and care for him. I realized that he 

shook all the time, especially when we picked him up. The longer he was with us, the less he 

shook and gradually started to put on weight. As the days passed, our resident dog and the 

entire family starting becoming attached to his cheery personality. We decided to name him 

Leo because it was clear that he was becoming part of the family and we couldn’t let him 

go. Leo is the happiest dog I’ve ever seen – so excited to be around both his canine brother 

and human siblings. He brings such joy to our entire family and continually makes us laugh 

with his antics; there is something comedic in his every day activities. His favorite thing is to 

play fetch but he hasn’t quite grasped the concept of returning the toy, he’ll just run back 

and forth carrying it! Just when you think he’s bringing it back to you, he turns around and 

runs away at lightning speed and back again just to tease you. When he’s ready to go in-

side he’ll jump at the door like a pogo stick and he doesn’t walk through doorways, he leaps 

through! His exuberance induces laughter in all who see him. Leo still shakes but now it’s be-

cause his tail is always wagging. This unexpected addition brings so much joy to all of us 

every day! Thank you for this opportunity, Michelle Peters-McCann. 

Leo posing for his photo! 

MCSPCA & HSUS Recognize students from Asbury Park 
The Humane Society of the United States and the 

Monmouth County SPCA were proud to recognize 

two students from Asbury Park High School this 

past November. While walking to school, Kiara 

Wood and I'Tayasia Berry, witnessed a tiny kitten 

being taunted by some other kids. Kiara and 

l’Tayasia quickly jumped into action and took the kitten out of harms way. The girls 

then brought the kitten to school and alerted their teacher who happens to do TNR in 

the community. The kitten was brought to the MCSPCA and soon after adopted! 

We’re thankful to have such compassionate animal advocates in our community! 
Kiara and l’Tayasia accepting their certificate! 



From rags to riches : rosie’s story  

Check our Rosie’s progress from her first day with us through her adoption day and to present day in her new home!  

On a sweltering hot day towards the end of summer last year, our Law Enforcement team went on a cruelty call where 2 dogs 

had been abandoned in a yard. When on scene, a neighbor reported that the homeowners had been evicted and the dogs left 

behind.  Rosie (aptly named for her warm and sweet personality) was standing in the yard tethered to a fence and as we ap-

proached we saw the gruesome reality that she had been living. Rosie was covered in bite wounds, old and new, which ranged 

from the size of a thumb tack to the size of a quarter. The majority of punctures were on her face and head, some being inside 

her mouth, which had abscessed to the size of golf balls. At first assessment, we couldn’t even tell if Rosie still had a fun ctioning 

eye as it was so swollen and oozing with blood and pus. We removed Rosie and the other male dog from the scene (who was in 

good physical shape) and brought her to Red Bank Veterinary Hospital where she was assessed and sent to the MCSPCA for 

treatment. Rosie had shown no aggression towards other animals while at the shelter, so we believed she was being used as a 

bait dog. With dog fighting, a bait dog is used as “practice” for other dogs, they are restrained sometimes with their mouths  

taped and their legs bound so they have no chance at defending against an attack. Our medical team worked day and night to 

help Rosie heal through antibiotics, saline flushes for her wounds, warm compresses, topical skin treatments & a whole lot of love! 

After weeks of round-the-clock care, Rosie was looking and feeling great and finally ready to find her forever home. It only 

took a week or so before Rosie’s forever family saw her on our Facebook and decided to come in for a meet. It only took a few  

minutes for her family to know that she was the one! Rosie now lives comfortably and totally spoiled with her human brother who 

she is inseparable with! We’re lucky that we found Rosie when we did, because any longer during the dead heat of August in 

her condition could have had a fatal outcome. We wouldn’t have been able to do any of this without your support and to those 

who so generously donated towards our Dutchess Fund, a special account that is only used for immediate and extraordinary 

medical care, for dogs just like Rosie! To learn more about our Dutchess fund, visit our website at 

www.monmouthcountyspca.org!  

Senior cats looking for senior laps 
The Monmouth County SPCA does not discriminate against any animal that comes through 

our door. We see animals from 2 weeks old to 20 years old and we believe every animal 

deserves a chance to have a happy ending!  We had an idea to pair up senior cats with 

senior citizens in our community, to promote good health and also companionship. From this 

idea came our Senior Cats for Senior Laps program! With this program, we pair cats 7 and 

older with seniors 65 and older, because who doesn’t need an in home lap warmer? Through 

this program we also offer a special adoption fee of $20 as well as 2 complimentary well-

ness visits by one of our veterinarians. This program has proved to be successful on many 

levels including expanding our message to senior living communities, in which we’ve seen an 

increase in adoptions! One of our most memorial adoptions is a kitty named  Darwin,  an 8 

year old declawed boy who came to the MCSPCA when he was fright-

ened of his owners new dog. Darwin was a great candidate for our pro-

gram because he was gentle and what we refer to as a “lap cat!”. It 

wasn’t long before a woman came in to meet Darwin and fell in love in-

stantly.  We’ve since gotten the sweetest updates from Darwin’s new fam-

ily, they think he is the PURRfect addition to their home! To learn more 

about the program , email nina@monmouthcountyspca.org! 
Peek-a-boo Darwin! 

Leo posing for his photo! 



 
The Sister Shelter Project 

MCSPCA Travels to Puerto Rico to Provide Hands-on Support and Expertise 
In an effort to assist overwhelmed animal shelters in Puerto Rico, The Humane Society of the United States and 
Maddie’s Fund ® established the Sister Shelter Project to pair needy shelters with the  hands-on expertise of a 
thriving shelter in stateside U.S. The MCSPCA is proud to have been one of only eleven shelters chosen to share 
that knowledge.  
 
“The MCSPCA has always been an advocate for the ‘Sato’ (“street dog”), “ says Executive Director Ross Licitra, 
“We are proud that our rescue and adoption efforts to save animals here in Monmouth County is so successful that 
we are able to spend some time sharing our methods with shelters that are not as successful. We are honored that 
HSUS has recognized our expertise and has provided funding for our leadership teams to mentor a shelter in PR. 
A little bit of knowledge can go a long way to help the thousands of animals facing a very uncertain future there.” 

 
This project is part of a larger program of The HSUS called Humane Puerto Rico.  The Sister Shelter Project will set 
a precedent where rural and underserved communities in all states have resources and support from strong, knowl-
edgeable animal shelters and animal welfare professionals. The HSUS has been working in Puerto Rico to address 
the crisis of a staggering 300,000 street dogs and embed animal welfare into the fabric of the commonwealth.   
 
The MCSPCA’s first trip to their sister shelter was made by Medical Director Dr. Nicole Feddersen and Director of 
Operations Scott Crawford. “Our first visit was to introduce ourselves and take note on what we can work on as a 
team,” Dr. Feddersen explained, “They were very receptive to our suggestions of isolation protocols, vaccine poli-
cies and the importance of the basic Five Freedoms. I look forward to their visit to our shelter in a few weeks!”  
 
In addition to sharing additional best practices for medicine, ongoing support via telephone, the web and future 
trips to the shelter will include instruction by the MCSPCA on volunteer programs, community outreach, customer 
service and lifesaving adoption methods.  

Check out some of the adorable animals we got to meet! Someday they will all have their happy endings!  

http://www.humanesociety.org
http://www.maddiesfund.org
http://www.humanesociety.org/news/news/2015/04/hsus-and-puerto-rico-launch-animal-welfare-partnership.html


 
The Sister Shelter Project MCSPCA Read to dog program 

The Monmouth County SPCA Read to Dog program provides a non-judgmental environment for children to better 

their reading skills and gain confidence in their abilities, while raising their self-esteem.  We coordinate with lo-

cal libraries and schools to provide certified pet therapy animals for each child to read aloud to, in private one-

on-one interactions. Lately the Read to Dog program has been becoming more and more popular among town-

ship schools due to it’s simplicity and effectiveness. Often times, students who are not native English speakers are 

self-conscious about reading out loud and our Read to Dog program seems to reduce anxiety while allowing 

them to speak in an nonjudgmental environment. Brittany Fuentes, an ESL teacher at the Leroy Gordon Cooper   

Elementary school says, “We have students who come from Pakistan, El Salvador, and 

the Dominical Republic, and they get very nervous when speaking aloud, so we’re try-

ing to have a nonjudgmental audience for them to build their confidence and make 

them feel comfortable in school.” While practicing their reading skills with the dogs, the 

students often will ask questions, engage in conversation with the MCSPCA volunteers 

and journal their experiences. “There are a lot of ESL students in our area,” said Lynne 

Broza, of the Monmouth County SPCA's Read to Dog Program. “In some schools, we 

have children that sit on the floor next to the dogs and touch their paws or their ears 

and accomplish the task of bettering their reading skills." The dogs that participate in 

the program are certified Pet Therapy dogs who undergo a series of tests through the 

MCSPCA. We’re so lucky to have YOU as our supporters so that we can continue to 

have programs like this! For more information on our Pet Therapy or Read to Dog 

program, email petherapy@monmouthcountyspca.org 

Helping students better their reading and social skills with pet therapy dogs  

Kitty Cats & Yoga Mats: Meowmaste 
Recently the Monmouth County SPCA tried out a new idea, incorporating adoptable cats with the calming practice of yoga. The 

idea was brought to us by certified yoga instructor, Toni Napolitano, who saw the program being practiced in a shelter in 

Georgia with huge success. We decided to launch a pilot event however, we were not sure what to expect as far as interest. To 

our surprise, the event sold out in under 2 hours with just one Facebook post and there were over 100 people on the waitlist! The  

day of the event, our adoptable cats explored the room while gracefully navigating over, under and around our attendees. 

Since the first event, all of the cats featured have been adopted giving some of our other kitties the chance to show off some of 

their moves! We’ve held 2 sold out sessions so far and plan to schedule more for the future, since it’s proven to be a fun 

and social event for both humans and cats! Keep checking our Facebook page for future dates or visit our website!  

Check out some of our cats working on their stretches and poses at the event! 



 

 

June 6th 2017 

1st Annual 9 & Dine Golf Outing 

Battleground Country Club 

October 14th 2017 

Fur Ball Gala 

The Sheraton, Eatontown  

For more information on upcoming events, email jaimee@monmouthcountyspca.org! 


